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Introduction

Integrating browsing over DDC 
notations in library portals

• Existing solutions
• General problems



Existing Solutions

• Navigatore Dewey
• Baltica-net
• Dewey Browser (K-12)
• Dewey Browser (OCLC)
• MelvilSearch
• Maybe more …



Existing Solutions

Navigatore Dewey
• Baltica-net
• Dewey Browser (K-12)
• Dewey Browser (OCLC)
• MelvilSearch
• Maybe more …



Navigatore Dewey



Existing Solutions

• Navigatore Dewey
Baltica-net

• Dewey Browser (K-12)
• Dewey Browser (OCLC)
• MelvilSearch
• Maybe more …



baltica-net



baltica-net (2)



Existing Solutions

• Navigatore Dewey
• Baltica-net

Dewey Browser (K-12)
• Dewey Browser (OCLC)
• MelvilSearch
• Maybe more …



Dewey Browse



Dewey Browse (2)



Dewey Browse (3)



Existing Solutions

• Navigatore Dewey
• Baltica-net
• Dewey Browser (K-12)

Dewey Browser (OCLC)
• MelvilSearch
• Maybe more …



DeweyBrowser (OCLC)



Dewey Browser (OCLC) (2)



Dewey Browser (OCLC) (3)



Existing Solutions

• Navigatore Dewey
• Baltica-net
• Dewey Browser (K-12)
• Dewey Browser (OCLC)

MelvilSearch
• Maybe more …



MelvilSearch

• Generic solution (works with [almost] 
any bibliographic system)

• Browsing and index search
• Constraint: Captions and Dewey 

numbers must not be shown in 
parallel



MelvilSearch (2)
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MelvilSnippet



MelvilSnippet (2)



MelvilSnippet (3)

MelvilSnippet

Library
Portal

ILS

OPAC

Z39.50 / SRU

HTTP

HTTP

External library

DNB



General Problems

Built numbers: not always
browseable

• Divide like: verbal search
• Class structure (spans): 811 looks

like a subclass of 810
• Add tables: no index entries



Problems: Built Numbers

Terminology: What is a built number?
• A Dewey number composed from different 

parts in the schedules and the tables?
226.09505 (Gospel stories retold)
– 226 (Gospels and Acts)
– 221.9505 (Old Testament stories retold)

• A Dewey number not present in the print
edition but only in WebDewey/Melvil/…?
332.632220973 (Dow Jones)
– 332.63222 (Stock prices)
– T2—73 (United States)



Problems: Built Numbers (2)

Which parts should be stored?
943 (German history)
• 9 (history)
• T2—43 (Germany)

366.3092 (Odd Fellows – Biographies)
• 366.3 (Odd Fellows)
• T1—092 (Biographies)



General Problems

• Built numbers: not always
browseable
Divide like: verbal search

• Class structure (spans): 811 looks
like a subclass of 810

• Add tables: no index entries



Problem: Divide like
1. 940.31 (Social, political, economic history of WW I) has 

the add instruction “Add to base number 940.31 the 
numbers following 940.531 in 940.5311-940.5317, e.g., 
internment camps 940.317”

2. 940.31422 (Reparations—World War I) is thus built from 
940.31 and 940.531422 (Reparations [after World War 
II]).

3. Bibliographic record classed with 940.31422 will have the 
notation parts 940.31 and 940.531422

4. 940.531422 has Index entry “Reparations -> World War 
II”

5. Search for “World War II reparations” will find 940.531422 
and thus 940.31422 

6. Care must be taken when adding parts of built numbers to 
a record. This would, however, definitely be a problem if 
the DDC is treated as an authority file.
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Class Structure

810

810.1-818

810.1-810.9

81
8

811
812
813
814
815
816



General Problems

• Built numbers: not always
browseable

• Divide like: verbal search
• Class structure (spans): 811 looks

like a subclass of 810
Add tables: no index entries



Problems: Add Tables

616.12507 Valvular diseases—Pathology
– 616.125 Valvular diseases
– 07 from add table at 616.1-616.9

Search for “pathology” doesn’t work if 
we don’t have index entries for the 
specific class (like when the notation 
parts are added to a record)



Conclusion

Still no ideal solution for finding Dewey-
classified resources in electronic
environments (like digital libraries)

• Technical reasons
– Dewey not part of off-the-shelf ILS
– No support for cross-vocabulary search

• Structural reasons
– Built numbers
– Divide-like
– Add tables



Thanks for your Interest

Lars G. Svensson
German National Library

l.svensson@d-nb.de
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