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DDC in  Discovery systems & other
public catalogues
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Make Dewey work harder!
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IFLA LRM user tasks
IFLA Library Reference Model

• Find
• Identify
• Select 
• Obtain
• Explore

OPACs should meet the information seeking needs of a wide range of 
end-user and intermediaries working on behalf of end-users

The end users generally do not know Dewey, but the librarians 
(intermediaries) do!

Where does that leave us?
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Classification numbers are access 
points for WEMI-entity Item
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=> OPACs and discovery systems 
should make Dewey work hard to 
allow for subject searching and 
exploration of the catalogues!

Classification numbers are attributes of 
Work (denoting the subject)
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Searching by subject
• Classification gives structure and a hierarchy to subjects

• Often best to combine subject headings and classification

• Sometimes classification is the only means of searching by subject
− The Swedish Subject Headings 2002-

− Earlier: Search by classification or automated keywords derived from 
classification 

• Be specific – if possible!

• Libris 
− 616.994 Cancer -- humans -- medicine
− DDCT:616994 subject:lung* SAME subject:SAO
− DDCT:616994 lung*
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Classification gives structure
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From WebDeweySearch to Libris
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Libris combined search DDC & Subject

9

• DDCT:6166994

• DDC:616.6694



WorldCat:
su:diabetes dd:616* - not possible today
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WorldCat – earlier version
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WorldCat – today
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Search by DDC no longer possible



WorldCat – result list
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Yet it sometimes work…

Make Dewey work (harder)!
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WorldCat Identities



WorldCat Entities
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Discovery systems
• The distinction between a Web-OPAC and a discovery system is 

getting increasingly blurred

• OPACs are traditionally restricted to library holdings only, 
whereas discovery systems may also include bibliographic data 
for items not held by the library

• In discovery systems metadata comes from various sources, 
many do not have classification codes  or subject headings

• Does this indicate that searching for classification is relevant in 
OPACs but not in discovery systems?

• Let us look at some examples…
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Discovery system (Primo)
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Oria - Norwegian academic libraries -
simple search (1)
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Oria - advanced search (2)
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Oria search result (3)
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Are DDC codes visible in detailed 
display? - (1) 

In Oria - yes
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Are DDC codes visible in detailed 
display? (2)
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In KB Discovery System 
(Swedish National Library) 
- Less visable



Public libraries  - Lidingö (Sweden)
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Advanced search by codes
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classificationCode:158.1

Arena and BOOKIT-PUB

Too complicated?
For public libraries?
For end users?



Public libraries  - Asker (Norway)
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Public libraries - Koha
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Flexible system, but still …
Libraries in Västmanland: 
• Search for DDC
• View DDC
• Advanced Search

- Call number, but not 
classification



How to make Dewey work harder in 
discovery systems/OPACs

• Appreciate that subject searching is an important feature of the catalogue
• Appreciate that subject searching is complicated and the least fulfilling part 

when it comes to meeting the user needs
• Leave Dewey search as an option (preferably behind the scene from end users)
• Allow for combined searches (subjects + DDC)
• Give higher priority to subjects when ranking results
• Dewey as linked data

In mapped vocabularies:

• Consider search expansions to DDC when searching for a topic (Dewey behind 
the scene)

• Consider using the relationship types (=EQ, BM etc) for more relevant ranking
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Thank you!
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