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Why do we need DDC as linked data?   
−use of Classification in Swedish Libraries



SAO - Swedish Subject Headings 2002-

SAB 1921-
Swedish Classification
System



Systematic Card catalogue



Libris webbsök (Libris online) 2007-



WebDeweySearch – DDC 2011-



su:diabetes dd:616* - earlier in WorldCat
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Do we need classification today?
• Yes, for shelving!!!
• Useful for questions about holdings in a library, what has been published etc.
• Older records often miss subject headings

• Better search possibilities in modern library catalogs
• In Sweden, many librarians stopped searching by classification after the shift

to DDC!

• But search by a truncated DDC-code is not difficult.
− Linnéa from a small public library is helped to understand DDC by DDC used for 

shelving in the Library



Libris data is no longer in marc…. 
2018-



DDC as linked data
• IF, we will be able to use it!!!
(Libris data is Open Access)

• Downloadable as JsonLD
• {"id":"https://id.oclc.org/worldcat/ddc/E3QF3MQGHxr8Tw4dwMHqCqGRd

9","created":"1996-06-
01","prefLabel":{"sv":"Varuexponering","it":"Pubblicità mediante
presentazione del prodotto","en":"Display
advertising","no":"Utstillingsreklame","fr":"Étalage
publicitaire","de":"Schauwerbung"},"type":"Concept","modified":"2025-02-
06T08:42:05Z","notation":"659.15","inScheme":"https://id.oclc.org/worldca
t/ddc/","@context":"https://id.oclc.org/worldcat/ddc/context.json"}



Readable view for humans



Built number



WebDeweySearch

• Diciplines
• Possible search terms
• Other possibilites
WebDeweySearch

https://deweysearchsv.pansoft.de/webdeweysearch/mainClasses.html


Mappings
Swedish Subject Headings - DDC



Stockholm Public Library

Filter:
• Intended Audience
• Fiction / Non-Fiction
• Format
• Language
• Year
• Library branch

Search (in free text) by:
• Title
• Author
• Subject
• ISBN



Not searchable – but visible



Libris sök beta 
(replacement to Libris webbsök)



Search by DDC



Linked Data or Die!



DDC as an International Standard
GD: There are going to be lots of ontologies interacting with one another. And there is 
such a thing as the common view of reality, unless you’re mad, or you’re bad. 
I think there’s a general human consensus about what reality is. Otherwise, we would not 
survive. I think things are likely to expand into an ontology for everything. It will be very 
high-level. In fact, classification schemes such as UDC [Universal Decimal 
Classification] and DDC [Dewey Decimal Classification] are perfectly adequate for 
this.

Dunsire, G., & Vukadin, A. (2024). Catalogers Need to Know Far More about Technology: An 
Interview with Gordon Dunsire. Cataloging & Classification Quarterly, 1–14. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/01639374.2024.2420082

https://doi.org/10.1080/01639374.2024.2420082


Contact

Dewey @ kb.se

National Library of Sweden

https://www.kb.se/in-english.html
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