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WebDeweySearch is a free service that 
allows you to find materials that have 
been classified according to the Dewey 
Decimal Classification (DDC).

You can navigate the DDC hierarchies or 
search verbally. For each class, results 
are shown that are linked to one or 
more library catalogs.

By clicking on the number indicating the 
number of results, you are taken directly 
to the respective catalog, where you can 
view the individual titles or further refine 
your search.

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
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Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
By clicking on the number indicating that number of results, you are taken directly to the respective catalog, here shown is the GBV catalog that is linked from the German WebDeweySearch, and there you are presented the search results for the DDC number according to the predefined DDC-based search in that particular catalog.
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Technically the little sister of WebDewey
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 WebDeweySearch gets all regular updates from the 
translation software

 Scope of what is displayed limited to: Dewey number, 
class caption, see-references

 Relative Index vocabulary used for verbal searching

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
From a technical point of view, WebDeweySearch is in fact closely linked to a language version’s WebDewey in the sense that it is part of the entire DDC updating workflow, since WebDeweySearch gets the data distributed from the translation software. As it is made for searching purposes, WebDeweySearch has a limited scope of what is displayed for a DDC class. There, only the Dewey number, the class caption and see-references are shown for a class.

The Relative Index vocabulary is also not shown together with the class information. Instead, you will get Relative Index results for verbal searches. So, the Relative Index vocabulary is there, but it is running in the background and is serving as an enrichment to verbal searching here.
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Historical background
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2006-2012: MelvilSearch 
(DNB)

 2006-2010: No DDC 

numbers!

 In 2010: CC BY-NC-ND 3

 2012: DNB switches to 

WebDeweySearch

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
But I also wanted to say a few words today about the astonishing history of WebDeweySearch, because it really kind of paved the way for a lot of what came after it.
When I look at its history at the DNB, it actually goes back to the year 2006, a time when we at the German National Library were just beginning to introduce the DDC to German-speaking library users, for whom searching using DDC numbers was completely new.

That is why it was clear to us that, with the launch of MelvilClass—which was DNB’s former web version of the DDC—that we also wanted to provide a search tool for library users, which we accordingly called MelvilSearch. It was an exciting project, because there had never been a search service of this kind before for the DDC, and we were probably the first to do it.

With the release of WebDewey by OCLC, the decision was then made in 2012 to switch from our Melvil services to WebDewey services, and so also MelvilSearch was replaced by WebDeweySearch, and that totally made sense for the tool to remain integrated into the entire WebDewey updating workflow.

But there’s another thing I would like to mention: We all know that the DDC, and thus also the presentation of its content, is a licensed product of OCLC. It was therefore a real milestone when we reached an agreement with OCLC on a Creative Commons license (Creative Commons BY-NC-ND 3.030) in 2010 that would from then on allow all DDC numbers to be displayed along with their captions. Before that date, this was only possible for the top three hierarchical levels.

And this, by the way, also paved the way for the first appearances of the full DDC in linked data, when on dewey.info DDC 23 numbers and captions were presented on one interface and in multiple languages for the first time. 

You may have noticed in this very old MelvilSearch screenshot here from before 2010 that the Dewey numbers are still missing. Today we would immediately call Pansoft and tell them there is a bug! But honestly, today it's really hard to believe that displaying a Dewey number together with its caption wasn't always possible.
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WebDeweySearch international
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– 2012 WebDeweySearch SV

– 2012 WebDeweySearch DE

– 2015 WebDeweySearch NO

– 2026 WebDeweySearch IT

Screenshot: Dewey Translation Wiki

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
With the introduction of WebDewey, additional DDC translations based on DDC 23 were gradually added to the ecosystem, and some of the language versions also liked the idea of providing a WebDeweySearch for their users.

But well, as you can see from the timeline here, things had been pretty quiet around WebDeweySearch for some time before 2026.
 
Now that generative AI has become an everyday technology—and, indeed, also a new everyday search technology—people are beginning to think differently about this tool again.

Not only since OCLC released Dewey Linked Data in 2024, new hopes and potential strategies have emerged for information services that also emphasize transparency of and trust in their data, and that without neglecting the most modern technology or the changing search behaviors of our users.

In other words, WebDeweySearch needs to be viewed in a new light today, and therefore I am very grateful for revisiting this topic at a time when so much is changing in the fields of information retrieval and how we deal with information in general.

With that, I would like to and I am very happy to hand over to you, dear Piero. We will have time for questions and discussion after Piero’s presentation. Thanks for now.





https://deweysearchsv.pansoft.de/webdeweysearch/
https://deweysearchde.pansoft.de/webdeweysearch/
https://deweysearchno.pansoft.de/webdeweysearch/
https://deweysearchit.pansoft.de/webdeweysearch/
https://wiki.dnb.de/x/nJpVDQ
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