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Updating DDC Deutsch – A summary
of first experiences

Tina Mengel
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Initial situation:

Project DDC 
Deutsch –

Translation of 
DDC 22

Updating DDC 
Deutsch: approx. 
7.000 changes in 
classes from 2005 

to 2010

DDC numbers are 
used for indexing in 

the German 
national

bibliography

Melvil web service:
MelvilClass (classification tool for 
indexers), 
MelvilSearch (browsing tool for online 
library catalog users), ...

Development of an editing 
software to support 
translation and layout-ready 
printing of German DDC data 

editorial system EDS by 
PANSOFT

2
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Editing software for DDC translation

EN DE
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Window in 
EDS with list 
of updates

Documentation of 
changes on the 
basis of XML tags
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Built number from 
DDC database

User-contributed 
synthesized number

Representation of
SWD-DDC mappings
in DDC class

A comment added
to a DDC class
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Upload functionality from the EDS to MelvilClass
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WebDewey by OCLC
(old interface)

New and Changed 
Entries PDF document
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Translation and documentation strategy

Structured translation process

Informing the users

Documentation of changes
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Translation and documentation strategy

EDS (Editorial 
system)

List with updates

MelvilClass
web service

Microsoft Access 
database

Starting point:
New and 
changed entries

MySQL
database

HTML 
website

regular 
upload of 
„strings of 
changes“

manual 
documentation 

of changes
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http://bit.ly/hOPDKa

Overview page with 
DDC Hundred 
Divisions and 
modification date 
(date of data upload 
to MelvilClass)
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620

910
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582.13

582.16

Example 1
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Example 2

. . .
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. . .
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Conclusions

What would be best practice regarding DDC updates?

Automatic publishing of updates
in electronic DDC version

History information directly
in DDC class

Update information for users
in various ways:
-in DDC class
-by customized RSS feed
-on Dewey Services page

Regular updates import in 
editorial system

Well-structured workflow
for translators/editors
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Our hopes for WebDewey 2.X
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Our hopes for WebDewey 2.X
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Thank you for your attention!

Tina Mengel
t.mengel@dnb.de


